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Would Mr. Benn categorically state that the interpretation of the Indian
leaders placed upon the Viceroy's declaration was not accurate and that they
had misunderstood the Viceroy's intentions? Otherwise, the very unwise pro-
nouncement would lead to a complete catastrophe in India. At the Conference,
there would be charges of breach of faith and of perfidy. That was the worst
thing that could happen in relations between Britain and India. He asked
Mr. Benn to make it clear that we adhered to every pledge given in the name of
the King-Emperor. Mr. Lloyd George said that he was a member of the Govern-
ment that introduced the Reforms in India, and presided over the Cabinet that
not only sanctioned, but framed the declarations in reference to the future self-
G-overnment of India. There was no question, so far as the Liberals were con-
cerned, of going back one single inch from those declarations. Those declara-
tions were considered carefully not only by the British Cabinet. They were
considered during the War at the Imperial Cabinet where there were representa-
tives of every Dominion in the British Empire including India. He explained
the nature of the pledge which was given to India, and why full partnership was
not conceded immediately. It was owing purely to practical difficulties, Tae
first difficulty was that, never in the whole history of India, had India or any
part of it ever enjoyed the slightest measure of democratic sell-Government until
1919. Secondly 95 per cent of the population was illiterate and thirdly there
were as many different races, nationalities and languages as there were in the
whole of Europe. All these facts had to be taken into account. The Imperial
War Cabinet in 1917, with the Prime Ministers of all the Dominions present,
decided that there should be accorded to the people of India a considerable
measure of self-Government limited, restricted, experimental and tentative, but
they promised and this was where the pledge came in—gradually, if the experi-
ment was successful, to extend it until ultimately India enjoyed full partnership
in the Empire on equal terms with our great Dominions." But they made it
clear that the ultimate goal could only be reached by stages and that the length
and number of those stages must be determined carefully from time to time by
the success which attended experiments at each stage.
Mr. Lloyd George regretted that, while the report of the Simon Commis-
sion was being awaited, a declaration was issued with the consent of the Govern-
ment which created an impression in India that it was intended> without delay, to
confer full Dominion Status on India.
Mr. Wedgwood BENN, the Secretary of State for India, said : li I an sorry
in one way I made the interjection I did just now because I may have contributed
something to producing an atmosphere which I am Sure is wholly lamentable.
1 am standing here with immense conscientiousness of the responsibility that
rests upon one slenderly equipped, and 1 have been thinking all the time the
debate has been going on of what is going to be the effect of what is said upon
Lord Irwin in India in the discharge of his duties. I should like to say that
if we ever owed a debt to Lord Rothermere, we owe him the debt of provoking
the noble utterance of the Leader of the Opposition this afternoon. I will say,
moreover, merely this, in reply to what I consider a most lamentable and mis-
chievous speech which came from the Right Hon'ble Member for Carnavon
Boroughs, (Mr. Lloyd George) who in his time had rendered a great service to
the Empire. It is only right that the people of India should know, I say it without
any reproach or desire to give pain, that the Right Hon'ble Gentleman speaks for
but a handful in this house.	>^
" There are two things which I had hoped would have been kept entirely
outside the realm of controversy to-day. The first is the position of the Viceroy
in his task and the text of the statement which he has issued. As to the Viceroy
himself, it is perhaps impertinence for me to Say anything after what the Leader
of the Opposition has said, but I have sat in this House much longer than the
Viceroy and I have known him here and I will say this, that, although my acquain-
tance with Indian affairs is recent and scanty, yet I am in touch with Indian
opinion from day to day and the Viceroy occupies in India by his character a
position of respect and affection which is the real pillar of our Empire. As fa£

